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CONPIDENTIAL JAKARTA 3437 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, ID 

SUBJECT: SUHARTO ON RELIGION 

1. DURING SPEECH MARCH 12 ON OCCASION OP EVE OP MOHAMMAD'S 
BIRTHDAY, PRESIDENT SUHARTO SPOKE AT SOME LENGTH ON 
IMPORTANCE OP CREATING INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL TO INCREASE 
COMMUNICATION AMONG DIPPERENT RELIGIONS INCLUDING "KEPERCAYAAN" 
(PAITHS). SUHARTO ALSO CALLED POR RELIGIOUS HARMONY AND TOLERANCE 
AND SAID ATTEMPT TO CONVERT A BELIEVER OP PROPESSED RELIGION 
SHOULD BE AVOIDED. 

2. COMMENT: GOI HAS ON SEVERAL EARLIER OCCASIONS PLOATED 
CONCEPT OP INTER -RELIGIOUS COUNCIL TO INCLUDE "KEPERCAYAAN," 

WHICH WOULD IN TURN PROVIDE POR PARTICIPATION OP REPRESENTATIVES 
OP JAVANESE MYSTICISM ("KEBATINAN"). THIS CONCEPT IS ANATHEMA 

TO DEVOUT MOSLEMS WHO CONSIDER "KEBATINAN" NO RELIGION AT 
ALL, AND PEAR LOSS OP LARGE NUMBERS OP SYNCRETIC 
JAVANESE MOSLEMS IP "KEBATINAN" IS ACCEPTED AS RELIGION BY GOI. 
(INTERESTINGLY PRESS ACCOUNTS OP SPEECH DID NOT MENTION 
SUHARTO'S USE OF "KEPERCAYAAN). IP GOI PUSHES THROUGH WITH 
INTER-RELIGIOUS COUNCIL IN WHICH " KEPERCAYAAN " REPRESENTATIVES 
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SIT, THIS ACTION WILL ALIENATE EVEN PURTHER DEVOUT MOSLEM 
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COMMUNITY. THERE ARE ALSO PERSISTENT RUMORS GOI WILL RAISE 
LOW-LEVEL "KEPERCAYAAN" OFFICE IN DEPARTMENT OF RELIGION 
TO FULL DIRECTORATE, A MOVE EQUALLY OFFENSIVE TO STRICT 
MOSLEMS. 
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